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INTERMISSION #107]

E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com for EAPA and a few other innocent victims,
due to amazing sf&fandom history stuff dug up from the Royal Library In Stockholm. Follow
@SFJournalen's newstweets from Nordic sf/fantasy/horror/fandom on Twitter, stemming from
four decades of covering fanews. Typos in DNA make a virus nasty, but there are typos
everywhere...also in this zine. Who'll invent digital corflu? Roscoe demands! Late Sept 2020.

VIROLOGICALLY

Intermission has lately been a little like science fiction and fandom history 101, so why not continue!
It's at least some history from the virus-resistant north... The background is, as explained, that
Sweden's Royal Library in the spring made it's digital newspaper archive open on-line, temporarily for
two months as compensation for the rest of the library having heavy visiting restrictions. | spent
hundreds of hours researching what old newspapers said about sf and Swedish fandom, and have
lots of material saved. | now feel it's my duty to continue reporting about earlier unknown, interesting
discoveries. The articles are added as illustrations, readable if magnified (but maybe a bit blurry, four
layout and file size reasons) for Nordic readers. For the rest, I'll present translations and summaries.

Comments are welcome. And questions about things you want me to elaborate on.

But as the blasted virus keeps nagging us, first also some comments on The Thing that made skiffy
real!l Sweden has been described as everything from a epidemiological disaster to the virologically
smartest asses on Earth. For the moment, the corona pandemic has shrunk to virtually nothing. Right
now Swedes are Viking conquerors of the plague. Daily fatalities are 0 most days, ICU admissions 0-
2 per day. The 2.3 million Region Stockholm has only 2 ICU patients. This is what it has been for
almost three two months. The number of new infections discovered is in |
the low hundreds, but that's because testing was tripled during the
summer. Virtually all cases are mild. The low infection spread is
illustrated by the Public Health Agency's random control survey of 2500, | BICA -
finding zero (0) corona infections!_Zero! Umea University tested 10 000 Headline on random sample: "2500
Source: Swe Students and staff, and found three (3)  tested - none had corona®,indicating

GO . .
500 Pub’c Health infections. Some experts claim the really low spread of virus in Sweden
400 Agency Oct 1 epidemic is over here. | think there might be a little bump later in
el autumn, as colder weather will move people indoors, but it should be
f’: mild. We probably have a decent herd immunity level. Famed Dr
of  eolRRNRENEE. . Tegnell estimated ca 20% of Swedes carry antibodies but so called T-
s wowoz oz o 35 secell immunity, harder to test, is believed to be twice that. 60% immunity

Swedish deaths with corona (usually together with recommendations (but gatherings up to 500 will open
'(”:Oti’;; thfe v12rus!), M%rcﬁ/;’p ;O NOW.s00n) is enough to slam brake the epidemic. GDP is believed to shrink
urve flat for 2.5 months! If a 2nd —p\ wyy v 4 50, compared to 10-20% in many other countries. It will
wave comes, it should be mild. .
mean less depression, less drugs and alcohol, lower unemployment,
less domestic violence, health care for other diseases, etc. It's true that the Swedish fatality rate was
high early on (see graph) but much of it was deaths with corona, not from it, as the statistics definition
used here is very wide (any death having had the virus within 30 days). In eg Norway a doctor is
required to determine that the virus was the major cause. Such things make figures incompatible.

An interesting article about the mystery of super spreaders, responsible for virtually all infections
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/09/k-overlooked-variable-driving-pandemic/616548
which Sweden (like eg NYC & London) was unfortunate to get many of early. In the long run, we'll get
the most reliable numbers from stats of excessive deaths. But that will take careful analysis and we
must wait till the fat nurse sings, next year or so. Meanwhile it seems the little bugger has a field day
in other parts of the world. My advice is: easy with draconic measures, but build a wall of plastics,
disinfectants and distance around elderly and the vulnerable. The infection is mild with the younger,
only a few spread it, and methods for treatment those being a bit worse off have improved.

| hope this science fiction world will turn Mundane ASAP!

--Ahrvid Engholm



Seme more sf énd fandém hslary

from Swedish newspépers

Well, since I've been doing it in the last few issues, I'll continue to present newspaper articles and
stuff from the Royal Library archive. Why change a winning concept! (If you've mislaid or missed any
of these history issues, beginning with #96, ask me for the PDFs. Sizes around 2-3 MB.) Some of the
stuff in thish will give extra info on subjects already covered, of course, and some may be about what
has been seen as futuristic technology - computers, space travel, atomic power and such.

One of Swedish skiffy's most well-known figures is John-Henri Holmberg. As a teenager he made a

Swedish version of Fanac, at the same time as "Carl J Brandon jr* editing the competing newszine
SF Times (another US title)! His parent's house was placed at crossroads, so he used his ordinary
address for one of the newszines and placed an extra mailbox at the crossing road for the other

newszine...

He also became involved in making SF-Forum, a thick, serious zine, the leading one of

the period. And if that wasn't enough, aged just over 20 he organised the main sf con of that year,
Fancon, as Dagens Nyheter reported May 2 1970, "Sf-Convention - Situation Getting Gloomier!":

Science fiction-kongress:

— Ldget allt meva dystert!

Medan mazsorna § Slackholn pd
Aredagen: vwallfardade $i01 Mora
Bantorget  respeliive Vitahurge-
parken samlades 125 personer pa
studenifiemme: . Myponet  {ir &tk
avvetks den 1fice skandinaviska
seletice fletlon-konpgressan, - lallad
FANCON 7o

Hongresson  piigie 1 tre dogar
under wilka man =kall hinna med
att %o bhde "King Hong® och #ta
‘middag pit Hong Kong. Ten tradi-
Hanells  kongressfiimen  'Matfens
vilnad® yvisps ivenledes.

Fancon T0 har ormmngecsis av
Wittertiptzeellsleapet Din viin Fan-
doitl som Uppres vars en infors
mall litteciie sammenalutning  he=-
etienda 8% tra studerande; Johno-
Henrl Holmberg, bists Linder ach
-Bartll Martanssomn,

BaEllskapebs exakta svite &r un-
gefir Alka chepeipllpl som dess
A,

Hu kKongressar § alla fall da 1its
beritn szienca fiction-entusinstarnn
ocl fredapchs  forsta  progratn-
punit var higlasning &v forfatie-
ren Sven Chtister Swahn.

Darefter talade radektor Goran
Bengleom om den sya vigen in-
oM scienca fletion — eller "sf"
gom kongressdeliagarna siger,

. KI 14 hade kongressen {rummat
‘thop en pamel Bv representanter

5 Al My
~ Zines Re-
membered...

f

e —————

-

frin bokfriagen | Stockhelm som
gkislle ' tenteras  under rubriken
Belones; fiction i Sm}rlqe ——1WAr-
for =i lte och =4 dilig?”

Slutsatsen oy, debatten &r att
it G pm ganska svir marknad
och att det intel finns # manga
som vill l6sa'om shdant.

Efter detts nedsléende 'hur]skap
piggade deltagarna upp sig med
att se Fritz Langs stumma skrick-
film "Metropolis' fran 1536,

Senare under degen  dislutera-
dea problemeat mead s£ & Danmark.

Det handiade alltsd fortfaranda
om science-fletion och Inte om so-
einlistlsk folkeparti,

Liget | Danmark var lite biittre
fin i Sverlge, konstalerades det. I
pauszerta kunde ‘man betrakia en
utstiillnlng i foajen v sciencefic-

~tlonkanst och serier.

Ewviillen fignodes @it att avivssna
Svante Beding elelitroniska kompo=
sition "Transition to  Majorana-
space’ samt dishoteldnna.

Miistn Xongress ager rum 1 G-
teborg niista Gr. Den hav-dipks Ll
Gotheom 71 och  arrangeras v
Bitterhetssillskapet Din Fan Vind
Om i samarbets med Club Cos-

En av science [iction-Rongressens arrangérer, Jobn-Hemnri
Holmberg, visar sf-konst. I detta fall ett verk av Hang Arnold.

Hard Math Problemis: Prime
Numbers...and counting votes!

HEY 28 HovEEER. AR STURFED SALLOT BOKES



.. The convention will go on for three days, during which they'll must make time to both watch 'King Kong"
and eat dinner at Hong Kong. The traditional convent/on film "Ghost of the Night" will also be shown. Fancon
70 is arranged by the Witty Society Your Friend
Fandom which is said to be an informal literary
society consisting of gentlemen students John-
Henri Holmberg, Mats Linder and Bertil
Martensson. The purpose of the society is just
as incomprehensible as its name. /Some of the
program then mentioned, incl panel "Sf in
Sweden - why so little and bad" and sf in
Denmark./ It's still about science fiction, not
(Danish) Socialist Folkparty. The situation in
Denmark is a little better, and in breaks one
could study an exhibit of sf art and comics. In

the evening Svante Bodin's electronic - '
composition 'Transition to Majoranas space' and Hans Arnold s impression ofABBA from their album.

disco dance. Next convention takes place in Gothenburg. It has been named Gothcon 71 and is arranged by
the Bitter Society You FanTurn Back. (Caption: One of the sf convention organisers, John-Henri Holmberg,
shows sf art. In this case a work by Hans Arnold.)

The "Bitter" Society was a parody of the "Witty" Society. Artist Hans Arnold was later world famous for doing
the wonderful cover for ABBA the Greatest hits.

.D. ]
e it And here another article, from Dagens Nyheter Nov 13 1973:

En tielsheritt sony laondbae oy sllt
malan Pimmel och jond Han hetd
mignsin, Hamd lar don sesiotande
om sclencefletlon bhov den emiel-
lerrdiel lenling Famzing,

Ett swrnahl sddanl Fansine. star-
tade 19G0 och e daried landsls
iildsta finny uthommonde faneing,

Dice hegey: Science [etion fory n
el ;..l!:: ut v Skandionvisky fhro
nbg e atienceliction med herror
Ak He ol HomGerg oech  hiatg

Misc sf News

A publication with just about anything may be called magazine. But is it exclusively about

sfit is called a fanzine. A Swedish such fanzine began in 1960 and is Sweden's oldest

still published fanzine. Its name is SF Forum and it is published by the Scandinavian SF

Association with misters John-Henri Holmberg and Mats Linder as editors. Normally it

S e e L ol seldom reaches anyone outside the just under 100 subscribers, who also sometimes

Sl I contribute with their own short stories. But #57, which is about Tove Jansson, was

stanicnds. bldear v s vel- intended to get into the hands of non-subscribers too. It has been sold in bookshop and
wen seonoee 51 s wendiee the safest way to get it is to write to Mats Linder, 9:15 Kérsbars Way, 114 23 Stockholm.

om Tove Janssa, var  ovscts - utt

s aen | osecennaraniee: | 1 NE magazine costs five crowns and contains an academic essay about Tove by Harry

U e e,k Hackzell and an article by Holmberg, titled "The Living Moomin Valley", where he makes
S L LLE a brave attempt to separate what is ordinary fairy tale from what we call fantasy. The
Lo B S publishing schedule has been a bit shaky lately, Mars Linder says about SF Forum.
S ke e St o Subscription costs 22 crowns. #58 has arrived anyway. Between five and ten issues per
um _fove av Hany Hassell =it yegr js promised for anyone subscribing. It could be mentioned about John-Henri
*ﬁo Holmberg, that he has taken over the publishing of sf from Askild & Karnekull, after Sam
|y Lundwall, who has enough of other things to take care of anyway, e g his own
publishing house Delta and translations for Lindfors and Lindqvist. That means that the
grand translation of Cabell in 20 volumes that the publisher has begun now switches
translator. Sam J Lundwall managed to translate

Jolin=Henr] —

en - batrakielss - ayr ]Iulmlu.'b I:lt-l;ll'.-
lad "Den levande Humnda]nn
dir han gic oLt tappect fhcsik o
skilja pd vanllig saga och sint som
Eallas fantasy.

Utglvningstoktan - har varil l:h.
dartig ph sistone, siger Mats L4
dar om 5F Forum,

Frenumeration, kostar 22 H:mn-:u

Mummere-55 &r 1 5lla f&l] a
miet. Mellan fem osh fHo nl,::mmeL
perdccullovos den some peenummg-
TREAr

Om Johs-Henri Holmberg fir i
bvrigr att sdps &l han Gwertagit
Askild  och  Hilrnehulls utgivning
av  seieneofiction  efter  SBam T
Lumdwall, som her tiihdiekligt ot
pormala med findd, bl & ALl e;,:t
l'ur]zu_., Delta inmis wemtm]n
arbefen &t Lindfors och L-I.nuj{w]ms
Fiirlag.

el hetsrder nit den ntw.g'tlulaﬂe
versilftningen &v de fver tjugo
wolymar Cabell sam Ehirleget dtagit
sig hrtor oversiittace,

Sam I “Eundwall © hann  med
“Manuel", . eeh USdlverhingaten’’,
s80in =iart kommer g,

NHgta dr kammer den som offa
anses bHsL 1 Berie, nimligen "Jur-
gan'’,

Manuel and The Silver Stallion, which will be

. published soon. Next year we will get what is

. considered the best in the series, which is Jurgen.
(Caption: John-Henri takes over from Sam.)

- At that time JHH - as most in Sverifen call
him, it saves keystrokes! - was around 24
years of age and had been in fandom for
about 10 years. And around this time the
longest running most defining feud in Swedish
fandom began: Sam J Vs JHH! As |
understand it, when Sam J Lundwall left
publisher A&K and started his own business

On ballot fraud..

'T don't vote. They have machines
that do that now..."




with Delta, it didn't go totally smooth. And that JHH stepped in to replace him is one source for Sam
bearing a grudge against the younger colleague. But not only that. Sam J has always been to the left
in politics, and JHH to the right. Sam J published Soviet sf, JHH did Heinlein. (I also know of some
personal business, which | won't go into.) JHH will always pretend that he really doesn't have
anything against "Samsan", as he calls him, and Sam J will with an irony black as night call his
opponent "my best friend in the whole world". It has been going on for half a century by now.

JHH had around that time studied literature at Stockholm University, writing eg a paper on JRR
Tolkien. He never took an exam (as if he needed it, we can see he finds his way around books!) but
there's an interesting story behind it. He of course wanted to do his exam work on science fiction. He
asked his supervisor at Stockholm university this, one professor E N Tigerstedt - who said no!
Science fiction wasn't real literature. (And yet, Tigerstedt had been the one editing the first sf
anthology published in Sweden, Adventures of Tomorrow in 1953.) OK, JHH thought, I'll go to another
university. But when asking around he received negative replies from every single Swedish university

literature institution! Science fiction belonged in the gutter! Silly trash!
I So he went to publishing this sub-quality barely readable misuse of paper instead.
And doing a few sf cons, like another Fancon, number 2 presented in Dagens
\ Nyheter May 26 1974:
All friends of sf and their relatives have a couple of days of feast next weekend. They will
gather for a convention in the Student House at 32 Holldndar Street. It's the 19th
amalag s o esanne. Scandinavian sf convention and is therefore called Fancon 2. Any poor convention must
Al-kanpeess o feedaz have a name. It starts a little sneaky already on Friday May 31 by showing four films, of

Al melanes T lamosdiasr ;i':im

te sidltingar Lz el pac sizi- Which one is so bad that it's really good. It is called "The Werewolf hunts Frankenstein" and
v e « evidently the monster is on vacation. Saturday authors Sven Christer Swahn, Carl Johan
L B8 eseen i den L Holzhausen, Bertil Martensson and Ralf Parland will read and have lectures. To this an

KAslnmenin Inkader pa F'I:II"'.mILI"
Gifs st e quction, a film lecture by Gunnar Oldin and more films. On Sunday they deal with the

Hapht miste 1 en a2m IS grees

Tl difficult subject "How to do sf critique?”, with Staffan Bergsten, Torsten Ekbom, Magnus

Doam dtapter lide amilomake rr-

Tiah e snne 50 Lia tng Hedlund and Per Lysander. Views on this literary genre is also delivered by Jon Bing and
U e e i vl s Tor Age Bringsvaerd from Norway and the Dane Jannick Storm. The same day there is a

st o s ilen i CONVention dinner with a speech by the imported Brian W Aldiss from England - a giant in
i e it s the field, both as a critic and author. To take part in this convention costs 25 crowns and all

nzhy (bresdeag med  Sven Chrster

g, Cacl doin Tocshadsen, . dough is highly non-profit, any surplus goes to the next convention if there is one, because

Wertl] Mirtsnaann eeh Tl

Lo, Tiewtioms uion, fimiire Of) Monday the bold organisers intend to let a panel of publishers and sf authors debate

dmg av Gonoar dBdin smmp fepa

gt e Lemeer men o s WHat the meaning with sf really is. In connection there will be an art exhibit, book sales,
s e S Ees dance and a masquerade. May we give some advice? Don't dress up as Frankenstein's

; monster, he'll be there in several versions anyway. Interested may call tel 13 22 48 or 31 23
18, both with area code 08 if you live outside Stockholm

(Captions: Cover of program booklet. And: Suggestion for a masquerade costume)

Sf-convention on Friday

Note how the tone of this is rather sarcastic, just as the piece about the first Fancon!
3 The genre wasn't really kosher. But soon came a period when the genre began to
Bl spread (after going down a bit in the 1960's) for awhile. Three or four publishers
began sf book series in the 1970's, and there where two paperback sf series for the
ST LS T newsagent "kiosks", three if you count a horror series which often also published sf.

Armpiniler pl Iteroborgenre:

i "f::“‘“si.n’;,l;‘:.d But | doubt any profit from this con went to next year's (I also doubt Fancon, made

Irdin Tooge =amb dimckeny Junrid

s “any profit at all). No way that JHH would send money to...Sam J! It it was he and

-bJ 'm A |1H|:: ar el Tnngreassid.
dag mned anlbesbde s den foc d@ne

damie mpaeis an = A1 publisher Delta who organised the 1975 con. In the 1970's Sam and JHH had some

dba Irim Engiand

S W sort of informal truce, doing the big Stockholm sf con every second year. Sam did

Trak Tmas 25 Trconr att v

ool o s e S "SFE-Kongressen” 1973, 1975, 1977, 1979 and JHH was involved in the cons 1972,

wvestuelld Gesrelolt phre H nEds

reston fRnit sl ALt Lifs - -.;

Ry muslag A wtien fictloe, _Stockholm Eurocon 2011 which had 750 attendees. (Sam J would of course in a
Tir vi hessmma med oft 7247 Kl

i e e oo b e 1 1974 and 1976. The last one was Scancon 1976, my own first sf con, and a major
zarpanst ot en hoger s feenty- SUCCESS with 475 attendees, a record for Swedish cons which lasted until the
T8 dehelfera vad e e"mrlln -
Lhalutatslining, BkfE redlining.
dacs s miatirmnd, rather trumpian manner claim his cons were bigger, they weren't. | was there 77 and
itde e er UL Pranloacedaims mods.
tar, hafn bommer dnda boferfuldig
e L
Ipireseeca e alAc . elo o=l HI
telefon, 18 32 4% sHer T35 15 hd-

AA g (3 fhre e Bl bar utambdr
=teebhinlen



79. He had around 300 in Hotel Amaranten, which of course became known as Hotel SAMaranten.)
But Sam J's Best Friend in the Whole World had presented himself already in 1970 as a literature
student, July 26, in the regular essay department Under Strecket ("Under the Line") in Svenska
Dagbladet, "Science Fiction: In Angst Towards the Time". (And as it's so long I'll only translate
excerpts. BTW, all translations in Intermission are hyper fast ones, not 100% perfect):

under strecket:

Mueker v den seience flction som n’lmlx i dag iv helt enkelt litterainr som har ndgot annorlupda wtgdngs-

!}H”I ey santtdsromeairen men |l i

at dir ke seridis son denna, Ronsinterer-dofit Henri Holmberg, fit-

terarurhistoniker vid Sieckiolms ur:r’vu:r:c: { denna artikel,  Hen presenterar nagra av de frimsig geience
fictieniféirfotlarna frin senare de, plonjirer. ;':'i;- en atveckling som revolutionerat genren under der serasie

Av TOHN-MENRI HOLMBERG

SCIENCE FICTION:
I ANGEST INFOR TIDEN

devenniet.

Varlo  fiesite o skriva om
selongs Deton misle [ med
en inledande broskilaps, ®hzosting
oot et Bde i ksl Eice
marnhiicker ach Blixe Gordos: Or-
saken fill det finner man dets hos
en — ofin fulle fictdeliz — mn-
wilfy  Bos  svengin - knitker ait

53 oo pi minge sl et
literatae, debs bos de esers
fimsik att forknippa beprep-
den allca varsie sortees
daligt dversah wndorbdilning wom
prodiicems ov oen del shnpc![m
BuzEarlag.

. Det fir efiledes min Lrvilapp,
\!ullerr scierse fiction e en: va-

Jueraiue § sanbb i
5ﬂlva bagreppet science
I == fir offn- menings-
Yiigr, e!re'rmm do niipaclimda oc.
copindla definltlanzy s sivils Belt
| enkelt fnte s1Smmer ph asodecn &,
Ultreekel selanes fistian prigla-
odes 1928 av ol Lysb-mncrikansi
ingenjils ach rublu.wl \.||l i

s €A

allleks hapalost kraslvaterskapdie,
agh  gearetidskrlftoress  noweller
bastod till ‘emervorands lbg gead
v ombingirikn foinoles med dias
gramyach foraler,

Men' sedan Gernshnck dragi: sip
1lllbakn ozh en oy firiagere
il #id" 4ddalels biic s,
splilbrades_seienee fiction  dlera
rikimingar, Deq shilistiskt madveina
prosan gjode sl iy uwl”!lw

Alare’ Stergeen Licenade e
mess med peyialogisk skiirpe, ech
o Vit Bogpaainde eamhiillritil
e spdras hos. Frederik Fold
Kernhinth. Dat som
skildn f.rm annzn :fit catie ar
k'mppm IZngrz nigen aniivk-
angediind  velenskaplighot,  wlan
smrenne en speciall madillning ol
bariitandet ach ribl smacerialer, S1-
foriartaren skrov oo Ao finkbara
men Gono aldrig Suisifindc, han
spekulerads 3 majbighees wh nul-
vecklingstendensir, pch hads hane
spokulafianer barn inte i oftn vis
s11 slg wnrx skiilipen ondefatiiga

i " ozh cnketsphrign, skulle mun ha

bpilag [Gr uttryeket, Bram
wigt v H-Filel var ofmiigen
dierkaanzrlien den amsrikansiz,

kuarat kella booem wiskogiiz,
Under Femtiatzler socelercrale
utveckligen borl fedn de rena tek-
noitgisee fvcoyrhislorisma, oclt
e myohe sines flelon —
Bnpr frhn et mestn av.ilzn of
somL skilvs, men negjort merparten
e len Blittn — Belt enlelt Tikenis
ter med - nagel aonarumiz - ul=

pingspunkler En samtidsromanens,
Dapens bedands sl=fiFfsare 5r4-
slilier sig med-siilistiska experl-
meznt, knmkiErssiuler, niml“:ka

hans vilja alt bryla sip loss drfin
dlen enkla auh bezrimade beriitlare
teknik som- Giklears el ypisk fiie
nigszn all -ulsln,umk _stionce fig-

ach  iblaml ]
e sle giisna mansim ael b
ljiitzar rom pd ullilie
1 ronh rndle QI5ES VT
kar 1tir genren Hr man
Istiskt Jeta an wdeniiiz =ficr (b ate
finna i modern seienes fidkn.

Maun  k=n Kdeenkly lles ach
atl dapens oiesl LGN
ficlion dit resplalél 0¥ €n
won utveekling som izdngsat-
Lt fiiz bars ol drygt desenninmo
sedni, Do [efrttare some di kam.
att egvoiislioners, selierarren och
e forllzmnds  befimner iz L
cenlrnm -fir llppnuurk:mnmn ir
crpelsniionen Hrien W Affls acl
1.7 Dailurd,

Fir Aldis fe dea tekalsks spe-
Tulntionen cintressunt, Han filngs-
Ins och Tirwadras &v begreppet 16l
acl v milanlskane relafion Gl 4
done ogh et fhriinderbgn et
Sameidize wil han férmyn scieacs
flezlon reni itteriict, ach i winz e
sennsle och hindlls mesc dveriy-
gande camanar hiar ba difir e
merimenlerar mal sikizag ech he-
Tillarprapy soim bdde Téebinfrac
acl ensznsmarat de o sl-iniresse-
Tade.

I "An Agc™ dehn 1967 flaeer
iy bide Aldis® Froktan och
ecivation infde tidsbezreppet -ach

- iz raden v nklagzce,

ilan, i "An A" G
iigak ﬁldlss kallor_far "Gnkere-

%, gicdevesar som fdr Jisren il

£
lbaka till faithlstoriens ceologiska
c'oker Wfen gjRbva. tidreseifén s
vhird ulach in: foratiden blic i to-
manen gl Erar acl vie ul
weckling. pir obd ol oL dey
Eryplogoiska fides pyitishay ceh
Bivliishel, -Andd firblic boken ai-
bivalant, Huvudpsrsanens ungls-
valaer ol k il
il hiins Ighomstsr
e Inehra beri | I¢‘ul1
ried eeh frigan ony \-1d 0 i $ibe
jektivt e vail som die verkliphel
i romnnens wicd Bimaag dnpen
T Jisnrea:

En Jiksinde toknik anvilnbar
Aldiss i den semare “Repor en
Frobabllily A" dir fokus bl o
en skiflar frin dakisogare 111 3akt-
lagire i eo el kediz, T dea
werhliphel sony br "Probabilily A"
Finrs ctl Tos som beikias ov Lre
personet bogn 2nmon vEdd sam
iakiss av varclser i ea tredjo viirld
san ikl av co rabotsosal | o
Hirde vl seat 3 sin e bevakag
frkn oo femte ol al widare —
maslin kvinnan |odet vespranglicn
tusel liola tiden Deiraktar dep dnde

Ol
e Téringas: Jisarens tidsperspekiiv

pichinel Misrcoos ach Brian Aldiss.

ech singe Br det verklize, Aldiss
«&apar en mardrdm av detrebtig
och subjelliva, Bane withd blic on
iytande, DTSl kedja o e
mng!lusn eetaticmer och. llka spe.
nings¥isa reaktioner, "Reper| on
Trobabliity A" dir ealipr Aldis
ajily ot ferik it drerdm gon
feauska . ramanens  Bamdlingslis
Spoublicksbildsprik il stence fip-
tian, crl meldvelet expriment §
FolseCizillets ‘ach Beckedls anda,

T s ssnasie romni bar Aldss g o =

mupzsvaranio sitl 39k bagagnn Ja-
nazs Jayees slilistiskn innavaticacr.
“finzefool fn the. Head! (1960)

lor.  Eroen swir roman 1 den vill Aldiia

Lvimpa BisaTen in E ea froctid son

At dliffin, sbwicd, |:|Im|5|v‘ suhjzke

1y, Ttomare wispelad § ot Engs

losd som warit miea ol wipling

genoin det 1eedis \‘lll’]d.!Eng i
Da kensickn hall

|las oul\sﬁ v Oordfieffs och Dus-
pemsiys  picudafilesofiste  Jires

cpw indillldo, awsikiligt bomals sdng-

tester och av frogment fedn [yrlk
acly vars. Genom sitt sprik och sin
collngereknile Il Addies Hinon ott
J]\llmd: i l\m;a Easaren in 1 en
Tikien sean Sger . relovans agksd
[t hans egen exislens, och disige-
agm 13olE s2ciman :mr;t ach: det
lamemande, Dl §2 o viljs som dr
recamghondn bas Bonom.
Lirian Addivs vilt S in nye atll:
ariar i seienes_ fistion och oed
lijiity i e eSker bon amalysern
el . amvicldens firhmyl-
lande .:.J\ inkersokventa  visa.
ifon lon Goatrasiers bonom feke
aisk: med 7. G, Bollard, den ojiim-
ligrlige Envensivaste ach mest egen-
dunize_ blnd de yngre i-firtat.
nena, Bellard: griver sig djupt in i
i %ol ach fareand-

o prenealen hoe fviddie ind-
vidernas veralizhelsupninlining
sonL hedn tden skiftac'§ est myller
av miinprydigs ardickar gch vnltr
{¥eakjulninger, 1 romanens  ghens
Vil bir existonsen: kaviisk, lika
agripkar sam del medvetel aptifi
cirltx och miinpbottade aprikel:
rominens busadjerson. o ines-
alspeatofl ons wuder sin jokt pi
en vorkiliphe! och eit Jap 2L s
Wir ien myt hzn velzl spela, Eine
£os upp i tidens vonvelt och kiim-
par mot e vicld som varken dr
wrerxlig cldor inbdlind

En viscollig roll § romauen spe-

¥
bar-dloss Trgioger L bildes frie
It ikt vazkbigher qw resis-
tion wch darskap, Hamo mood
clear gnbskiiva och: im pressionis:

ka: Bnllnr-is e _ml: r 5p¢]'\r i
m:h ¥ leziidens \l:r1|l.R|:|nI mits
ach beyts sfinger mot varasea,
Dzt surnealiso som-skapss bils en
verklohet | flem simtidigz plan,
d5e sthmningnr nttrycke i rkely.
pitks Joodskap: an dile steand be-
folkas av den skrick och ensamhas
sem Ballards. cestalter wpplever: i
shit Inre,

Seivnee fvtion har ofta anbla-

3 pads 50 o Jigen flic stac vikL vil

aden yuire ainen | herdilclen acl
fitbite personioekningen: alll Fiz
anfinpn huvedperoner i Lekani
cl-romaner har. vidl prove Al
skuria i firghiss  kartong, - Man
shulle kanskie konmi sign at Tl
lard 1aglt npp den lendenen i sE
mgn Kasiat am dess Ju-euu»u Tl
slindigt. Geatallei 1 Ball arls -
TANEE eisleray Knagpast nonal dn
sunl syoiboler, geamisiciska’ fiparer
stk doulyseras séicder | frapmein-
1 stiller fdreandlas deras medye-
taile Gl den verkliphol st c-|1"1

Fer, spmtalee. Tiler enserie indi-
pen oinlgusintz anderhiilTningsro-
Winer [Ramteider Muoreock har
som en vaseiilip ech engamerande
bBariittate, Hoos infesseen e Livls
pasallelin med Billads: iven hon

L will eringa faciodet minaklipn fide

autier fir alt fHrika s har det
Jupperar- ogh varFie Doksi Meor-
eack filapsies sivodot Alnormo, e
pivkels furmdga s SGrvridn verks
Jigheten efler sina behov och drims
Joar, v jdrmeflens sondzrill une
der sicess, Men ull skillnad frin
Ballands Rliniska, ibland  ianftisa

geb dee. Ml 3
a1 visenlliga, me inle zom | ime
an st 1 sin epenskap av aIJJcklw
reailiel, ulan  som nﬁym DRisk
aymbal. “The Drowanl Worksl"
f(.ﬁu 1862 Hr en skildring av del
forfistoriika tklske, det paykiski
[xndskp. som varit wpplavet il
ritedvelanilet. ceh fjvad, Vir sum.l
i‘\.r sin_synibaliska mousvazlghet

“The Ceystal World® (1966] djir
civillantianen. stywnar L gliieande
impingar av. kristnll; mingfasellz-
vall, vacker eh difd. Dess matpol
filns [ "= Dravell® iFfn 1084,
e dxkall bild o del :\sﬁtohsiskn
nallligel, det firlactnde dkenlaid-
skapeL.

1yt dmkastade symslittel 3r Bal-
Iards - Riiomeniirke. Dl parkiskl
amorniata bitdoe nor, verklighe-
ten fiyrvandlas 0 et flersken v
25 jmre verklighes, sn et et
Inndskap 2v symbales som belol-
kns med andra symialer Aen yi-
terst flicktic Ballard, Likeam Aldies,
trogen den lrndlmn SOM JEramey-
il sciers: figtian €550, gronden.
Han acqeqternr [urrn[t:n Iriker,
lankens * makt,  jagmedvelanlecs
iverbiipsan b-13\dci D visiar
wtir upplevelsen e grundligeade
ech nvgsraade: et pepkizka land-
sicanes fir it medol me i Instkt om
jaget och nct férverklis del. -
Sivill - Aldiss - som  Batlasl  har
Tlivit nazmgivnade fHie den myckel
waga f-litErincen, Bids § Eng-

+lnad ech i USA har derna griemd-

viircleFing - il sciones fiction
Yoo och miste skrivas p§ smmi
villkes oeh med semiaa drihet seny
arnan seTlos lhoratur — e

mints 3y et fioroal intressank (8- Gil

fateare. Jag vill hiic hora ndming

Jen e demosum pil kare 130 kom-

mif ol framéld som efl berydande.
laieee elmnlsumnrm ) 2l
Mnmk "Henold: tha Mon" frin
1988 e on 2iTtviviad bok fylid v
oy oerbird rlkedom v hilder, Rt

[From the intro:/ Much of today's sf has a base somewhat different from the contemporary novel but is
otherwise just as serious, says JH Holmberg literary historian of Stockholm university ... He'll present some of

the leading sf authors, pioneers revolutionising the genre during the passed decade. ..
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. /He says sfisn't Flash

Gordon and critics wrongly connects it with the worst examples. Modern sf is different and better. The concept
was created by Gernsback in 1926 who wanted silly technical tales. In the 1940's it became better./ Stylistic
prose came with Ray Bradbury and Alfred Bester; Theodore Sturgeon combined neat language with
psychological sharpness, and a certain beginning social critique could be found in Frederik Pohl and CM
Kornbluth. Sf didn't differ from other literature by a lot of science any more, but it was more a certain attitude
towards storytelling and the material. The sf author wrote about the possible that hasn't happened yet,
speculating in possibilities and tendencies, and if only the speculations hadn't been so shallow and simple you
could have called it visionary. /in the 50's sf left technology out even more. It became like other literature but
with different starting points./ Today's leading sf authors do stylistic experiments, person studies, raising
philosophical and contemporary questions. INo more green monsters any more! It's a result from a
development starting a decade ago with eg Brian Aldiss and JG Ballard./ Aldiss find technical speculations
uninteresting. He is captivated by time and Man's relation to it. At the same time he wants to renew sf and ijn
his latest three most convincing novels he has experimented with stylistics and narrative which has both
puzzled and made sf interested enthusiastic. [JHH goes through An Age, Report on Probability A and Barefoot
in the Head. / You can put him in contrast to JG Ballard, the incomparably most intensive and peculiar of the
younger sf authors. Ballard digs deep into the human psyche of and transforms its labyrinth to views from an
all too genuine reality of resignation and madness. Ballard's stories comes from an 'inner space’ where
consciousness and the outer reality meet and confront each other. The resulting surrealism becomes a reality
on several levels, where the atmosphere is expressed in archetypical landscapes: a deserted beach is
populated by the horror and loneliness that the Ballard characters experience inside. /Sf is often accused of
being shallow butt Ballard's characters often only exists as 'symbols'. JHH goes through The Drowned World,
the Crystal World, The Drought./ The reversed view is typical for Ballard. The psychological odd becomes
norm, reality reflects an inner r3ality, a dream, a landscape of symbols. But in the end Ballard like Aldiss
follows the traditions of sf. He accepts the freedom of reason, the power of thought, the superior importance of
our consciousness. The visionary experience is fundamental and decisive; the psychological landscape is
means to reach knowledge about the self and what makes it real. He mentions the new wave, Moorcock and



Behold the Man... / a book with a massive richness of views, colours, symbols. After a series of uninteresting

entertainment novels Moorcock comes forth as an important and engaging author. His interests are partly

parallel with Ballard. He too wants to dig into human rationality to see how it works and why. Moorcock too is

also captivated by the abnormal mind's ability to distort reality, its need for dreams, of the break up of
rationality under stress. But unlike Ballard clinical symbolic language Moorcock used it as an instrument to

reach direct emotional contact with the reader. His prose has feelings, it's alive, desperate in its engagement.

Behold the Man is a study of schizophrenia and religious symbols. /The novel is about the crucifixion but

Moorcock is stylistically behind Aldiss and Ballard. Sf is developing fast. SF authors visiting aliens worlds now

discover our own world, discovering Man can be an just as interesting object to study as a Martian/ and has
this way made sf relevant for us and out time, which makes it to one of the most dynamic and interesting
literary fields.

— —
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Mr Holmberg have had several articles in the Under Strecket department (I have also a1
sCience fichans histara

had a couple!) even as recent as this year. | notice though that his style of writing is
just about the same in 1970 as it is now. A focus on individual authors, using many
adjectives, adverbs and appraisive words. In 1974 he wrote the second Swedish
study of the genre, Dreams about Eternity (as the title translates to), more academic
than Sam J's SF - What's It All About but not as colourful and enthusiastic. Sam's
book is a better recruiter for the genre, | think. JHH mimicked and challenged Sam J
when it came to publishing, organising sf cons, writing books, even publishing sf :
magazines. No wonder they became adversaries! J

H’s

back for several hours, pretending the other one didn't exist. There were no other free chairs at that
bar, you see...
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| last issue | covered Sam J Lundwall's TV career, and a reader sent me an interesting article about

it from the TV broadcaster's program magazine, not in the Royal Library digital archive, May 1969. |
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better present it, especially as it is written by the BNF "reverend" Anders S Froberg (he wasn't a
clergyman in reality, just a fannish title as fans thought he "looked holy"), " Sf - not only monsters":

TV will now make a drive for sf. It is the colour TV group which in it's experimental activities focus on the
undervalued genre, And the main producer of the series Sam J Lundwall hopes viewers will realise that sf isn't
only banal monster stories. It can have serious social criticism and humorous satire. It may be a platform for
experimental writers and artists. Is? Isn't that terrible rubbish? Green men from Mars, monsters, giants,
rayguns and violence, werewolves and time machines. Well the pundits of sf have it partly right. Much sf is
nonsense, shallow stories of simpler type. There are bad stories, very bad TV series, extremely bad comics
and thoroughly lousy films. Sf has especially in Sweden become almost a swear word, to such a degree that
when a young Swedish sf author, Bertil Martensson, had his first novel accepted by Bonniers recently (first
having it published in Danish translation) they didn't dare to call it sf on the cover or in the marketing. /ISome
examples of good sf writers mentioned./ Now there are signs that sf is coming back in Sweden, after many
years of hibernation. Hapna! And Swedish Galaxy folded some years ago and since the friends of sf have had
to read American and English books in original. Non-English readers have had to do with some novels by
Bradbury and established writers. But it has began to change on some fronts. Dagens Nyheter has announced
an sf writing contest (but introduced by a rather ignorant and curious article). Publisher Lindqvist which earlier
tried to publish sf now comes back with a paperback series. It's cheap books in plain design. And the first
books are rather simple. But their boss says they have had a good reception and they will come once a month,
perhaps more frequent further on. If it goes well they'll perhaps try some more advanced novels. The film 2001
- e Space Odyssey have gone down well in Sweden. And was reviewed seriously by the most senior critics of
the papers (unusual for sf films). ISam J's series of programs detailed, see last issue./ Another TV man co-
worker is Jan Hemmel in Malmé who has made a couple of dramatisations of short stories. Torsten Jungstedt,
among many things also expert on sf, is also involved. SF Today is the name of the series /More details of the
series. | mention here what's not covered in last issue and | summarise a bit./ May 16 to dramatisations by Jan
Hemmel, from Robert Sheckley's Lifeboat Mutiny and The Body. ... Rerun May 24. Friday May 30 Japanese
animated Captain Ultra...Saturday June 7 an episode of British puppet show Stingray ...Friday June 13 Sam J
Lundwall reports from Oxford convention...also the film Born of Man and Woman, a film version from the
1940s on a story by Richard Matheson, Alan Nurse also an sf author made the film in b/w. The colour group
will play around with it and "tint" it, ie colourise it in harmony with the sound. Friday 20 June an episode of
Star Trek /it is said it was never shown/ Friday June 29 one more program from the Oxford convention, a
report that will talk about what is called fandom - the inner circle of the friends of sf, the fans. From fandom
comes many of the best authors and publishers. Fandom deals with other things than sf, strange stunts,
internal jokes that are self-ironic and much that is incomprehensible for outsiders.

The genre's status in Sweden has varied in waves. During the days of Verne and Wells, before the
term "science fiction" existed, it was seen in positive light. In the 1940's came Jules Verne Magasinet
and Cpt Future and sf suddenly became a danger for school kids! Useless trash. But in the 1950's
the mood changed. Harry Martinson wrote space poetry and sf book series began and there was a
positive interest (despite
Elisabeth Tykesson's ambush
attempts, see previous issue).
In the 1960s sf went down
again, butup in the 1970s, down
in the 1980s, up in the 1990s..
However the latest positive
trend for sf is too much about
films, TV shows, games, toys,
” costumes and such!

The positive 1950's trend is
“exemplified by Dagens Nyheter
June 7 1953 having a long article on sf translated, written by no less than Arthur Koestler, "The Pre-
Dried Fantasy", which as far as | have found is the first one also giving a more detailed mention of sf
fandom, though his ideas are a bit twisted (do you know where "fenvention" comes from? - Uncle
Google has no useful answers). His piece is rather long so I'll translate the most interesting parts:




/Koestler begins summarising AE Van Vogt's The Weapon Shops if Isher/ ...probably the most popular of the
American sf writers of today. The quoted book has recently been publlshed in England in an sf book series
and a Biritish sf club has at the same
- |time been founded, which indicates
that the new craze which can be
called a cosmic Lindy Hop now have
jumped over the Atlantic. I'd better
u- confess that at during the time | lived
in the USA also devoured some sf,
and that | still get a relapse. To read
about trips in space, time travel,
Martian maids, robot civilisations and
super humans from alien galaxies
creates a habit just as opium,
murder, mysteries and veggie foo. In
England they probably don't know to
what huge degree this habit runs in
the USA. According to a recent
investigation sales figures for
mysteries and wild west novels in
the US 4000 copies /hard cover?/
while the figure for sf novels is 6000
.kn copies, ie 50% more. Every month
“wis SiX new novels of this type is
« Ju v pyblished in the USA, and three big
&= publishers have specialised in sf.
« = There are a lot of sf magazines, sf
' clubs, sf films and sfon TV., The
. faithful, one could call the the sf-
“Imaniacs, are called 'fen’, spelled
5 FEN, which is plural of fan (devoted
. @admirer), analogue to that 'men’ is
i plural of 'man’. Fen gathers in
* = clubhouses called "slan-shacks", a
. = sort of huts for "slans”, biologically
.. mutated super humans, and in these
« « clubhouses they have conventlons
s called
‘L. fenventions'
« These active in
«i.sf talks a sort of
< i cosmic airmen-  ®
wilike slang, which s
= = of course should
“be called
“*'cosmilingo’.
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"Holy space”, "by Saturn's seven rings" or "for the gas craters of Venus". When it comes to the kids they no
longer pepper you with colts; instead they blow you up to atoms with nuclear blast mines. They have plastic
covers on their heads that look like diving helmets that make it possible for them to breath while the float
around in space between the heavenly bodies where they no longer is affected by gravity. On the TV screen
space pioneer Tom Corbet is about to beat Hopalong Cassidy as the national hero No 1 for the kids. Even the
housewives who listen to radio while doing their chores are on their way to become conscious about cosmos.
The soap opera has branched out into the space opera. This is the grotesque side of sf. But a fad that has
become so big can't be entirely a fad. In a distorted way it marks a need in our time. Sf is a typical product of
the atomic age. The discoveries made during the atomic age lays like an undigested lump in the stomach of
humanity. Electronic brains that predict elections, lie detectors that make people come forth with the truth, new
drugs that'll make you swear on lies, rays that produces biological monsters -. all of this development during
the last 50 years has created new views and new nightmares that yet haven't been able to be assimilated with
art and literature. Primitive and clumsy sf now tries to fill this void. But perhaps there is a deeper laying reason
for this sudden longing for other times and other worlds. When people read about the latest tests with
hydrogen bombs they realise more than they perhaps are ready to confess for themselves the possibility that
the human civilisation is coming to an end. And at the same time they perhaps have a dark and hardly
phrased suspicion that the reason for this is deeper than communism and fascism, that it perhaps is in the
nature of homo sapiens. In other words that man is a biological misfit and doomed, just as the dinosaurs way
back. | think that6 some sort of apocalyptic intuition is of that kind may be the reason for the sudden interest
for other world and other stars. Sf isn't a new thing in literature, of course. /Lucian of Samosata, Swift, Butler,
Verne, Huxley, Orwell are mentioned./ Modern sf takes itself seriously, while such things earlier where only
literary extravagances, it's now produced for a mass audience, There are certain rules each must follow so
critics won't crush you to pieces. The first and basic one is that writers may only deal with such future
inventions, gizmos and machines that are logically possible from from discoveries of today and don't break
any natural laws. An army of physicists, biologists and other scientists are employed by the movie and TV
industries to check that every detail is accordingly, even with sf for children. It can be noted that some of the
most well-known sf authors in America really are scientists, some even internationally well-known, writing
under pseudonym. The most recent and most distinguished one is Bertrand Russell. This guarantees scientific
accuracy but unfortunately not artistic quality. Is it possible that sf which is now in its cradle one day may
become the literature of the future? Some famous critics in the USA seriously believe that. But | don't. | think
that sf is fine entertainment, but it can never become fine art. /[Koestler then goes more into these unfortunate
views, despite that he has written sf himself! Basically, he thinks we can never 'identify' with things that are too
strange. He doesn't recognise Swift, Orwell etc as sf... Even crime fiction is better, since it has a "disciplined
imagination"./ What we can learn from sf is modesty. When we reach for the stars our limits become obvious.
The heroes of sf have unlimited abilities and means, but their feeling and reactions are even in the most
extreme situations limited by human abilities. Romeo and Julia may live on the enemy planets several light
years apart, but the tragedy is the same. Othello may test Desdemona with a lie detector, his jealousy would
still make him blind for the obvious. Space pioneer Tom Corbett behaves on the third planet in the
constellation of Orion in the exactly same manner as he would in a drug store in Minnesota, and one is
tempted to ask him: "Was it really worth the trip?' About 20 years ago the German writer Alfred D6blin wrote a
novel in which humanity discovers the secret of biological changes, by just snapping the fingers you can
become a giant, tiger, demon, fish. In the end of the book the last samples of this happy species sit in eternal
silence as black ravens, each on a lonely rock, They have tested, experienced, seen and said everything
under the sun, and the only thing remaining is to die of boredom. Tired of imagination.

When it comes to our genre, Koestler gives us darkness at noon, but at least he is interested enough
to have read the stuff. Of course | disagree. Sf can expand our ability to identify with strange things,
and that's the point, to make our minds more flexible. And being on eg an alien world won't produce
the same reactions as walking into a Minnesotan drug store, | promise! Except you mind find it hard
to breathe...




I've earlier covered the
Swedish (and American)
sf movie "Terror in the
Midnight Sun". Here's
about another sf flick,
which AFAIK wasn't
finished. It wasn't the
"first" Swedish sf film, but
Expressen writes
September 18 1974,
"Film Girl Wanted to Play
a Martian in Sweden's
First SF Film":

The hunt for girl for
Swedish films continues!
Now what is wanted is a
"strange” girl. She shall play
a being from an alien planet
in Sweden'’s first sf fil. At
least that's what the the
men behind the film claims,
composer Ralph Lundsten
and director Bo A Videnius.

"Everything is prepared.
As soon as we find the right
girl we start,” Ralph and Bo
say.

Ralph Lundsten is well-
known as electronic
composer, film maker and
artist. His unique studio in
Véarmdé outside Stockholm
has become world-famous.
He has eg made 12 short
films for TV. This sf film will
be his first feature film.
Vibenius usually directs, but
is this time satisfied with
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supplying money. He made a substantlal loss with the film "How Marie Met Fredrik", but is now in the black
again from American profits of the brutal film "Thriller"
"We got the idea for the new film together, but realised that we couldn't write the manuscript ourselves," Bo
A Vibenius says. So they contacted Bertil Martenssonm, known critic and sf author. Martensson writes the
script for "Cosmic Lover", which is the film's working title. Lundsten's fantastic studio and house will play a
major role in the film. lun this house lives a man named Ralph (played by a foreign not yet named actor)
meddling with electronics ans electronic sound waves. Via a computer-controlled TV transmitter he comes in

contact wit the girl lona, "an Angle who is bored in space".

"After a while she comes to Earth and the rest of the film Is about her confrontation with our future world,"
Vibenius says. Lundsten will direct, opens his house and (of course) makes the music. It's through his
equipment and sound projections on TV that the ideas have emerged. The horror artist Hans Arnold will make
masks and set decorations. And the premiere will be in March next year.

"If we can only find the girl," Lundsten and Vibenius say. They have travelled everywhere in the country to
find the young "strange” girl who will play lona.

"But isn't it too fantastic. You couldn't reach space with this studio equipment,” you wonder.

"You never know," Ralph Lundsten says. And smiles...

(Caption: Composer Ralph Lundsten and director Bo A Vibenius will make Sweden's first sf film."



And a day later from Goteborgs-Posten
September 19 1974, "They Make

Swedish SF Film":

When Bo A Vibenius made the film "When

Marie meets Fredrik..." for kids, he didn't get

his invested money back. But "Thriller”,
which couldn't be shown in Sweden in

original form, he has now made money from

USA. So now he'll do an sf film, the first
made in Sweden. It's named "Cosmic
Lovers" and it will be directed y composer
Ralph Lundsten (to the right in the pic) who
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bu that makes his feature film debut.
Lundsten will also make music for the film,
The Manuscript will be written by the sf
author Bertil Martensson, Lund, and the
shooting begins this autumn. The female
lead is lona, an "unearthly being" who
comes to Earth and right now the producer
Vibenius is looking for an "incredibly
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beautiful” girl for that part. The male lead Ralph, who deals with

.-EThis film never made it to the screen, but Vibenius made
|many other films. In fact be became known as the Swedish

B-movie king. "Thriller - A Cruel Picture" (too violent for the

‘then Swedish Film Bureau!) has in fact become a major cult
(classic, inspiring for instance Quentin Tarantino. The famous

pin-up star Christina Lindberg played the lead. You can see a
part of it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VRevg_UkmCS8 (but if you look around really hard you
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might find the whole film). As for Ralph Lundsten, he's been
most known for his beautiful electronic music (I have visited
him in his fantastic studio!) but he was a film maker too. He
made number of experimental short films, often giving the
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same sort of dreaming feeling as his music. Many of his films
are on Youtube, just search for "Ralph Lundsten".

Time to dig more into what the papers wrote about some old
sf cons. Here's from the first Stockon and Dagens Nyheter

e ek s sEESAgust 24 1957, "Plato’s Dialogues Becomes a Classic on sf
HI!IKH:I _ﬁcum_' 1l | hnhju,- rrde  medlemabind s LEERE . R Conventlon

The sf folks of the country, a collection of very young and very
serious persons, will have a convention in Stockholm this
weekend. Friday evening they gathered for a preparing
getogether in cafe Gondolen. (Caption:Sf veteran Sture
+Lénnerstrand, surrounded by left ErikJohansson, Kristianstad, and
Goran Eriksson, Uppsala.)

"We don't, as most think, deal with Flash Gordon and monsters in
space,” the chairman of the local section who made the invitations,
Sture Lénnerstrand. "Sf is something deeply serious, something



which wants to make people aware of the dangers lurking in the future.”

Horror magazines and other such things is something the real sf people see with contempt. It's BEMs, as it's
called here, in translation: Bug-Eyed Monsters, gloségda monster, something that doesn't fit any sf interest
with dignity.

"Sf," Mr Lénnerstrand said," is instead what I'd like to call factasy. Scientific fact combined with fantasy. Think
of James Orwell /sic!/ or the nightmare tales of Kafka or Karin Boye's Kallocain!"

The sf interested think they have a really important task to fullfill. It's to make people conscious - not of
possible threats from warring beings of Jupiter, but of what the technological development may lead to. We
must watch out, a couple of young enthusiasts said with conviction, it may very well happen that we any day
are turned into robot-like creatures by some power-hungry dictator. We are already a bit on the way. So there's
not without reason most books takes place in technologically superior dictatorships. This must lead to
pacifism, Sture Lénnerstrand says, The younger, some very young, in the Stockholm section - Futura -
listened with great interest, and accepted the condemnation of Flash Gordon. Mr Lénnerstrand launched Plato
as the first real sf classic, considering the depiction of Atlantis in the dialogue Critias, which was also
accepted. Then they drank coffee and discussed Swedish and foreign fanzines, as they are called,published
by the ca 10 sf clubs in the country. Some were generously distributed during the evening, but it must have
been something of a shock for people with an sf interest in the Lénnerstrand sense. Some of the very
imaginatively illustrated stories,mostly written by the members themselves, would raise your hair on the head
of the late Flash Gordon. Later in the evening a person performed, whose astral body had experience of
space. But he awoke a very critical discussion. On the convention they intend to form a Swedish sf union.

"Union" here means a federation between the clubs, not a "trade union", of course. But most unions
fell apart. Fans are too
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.. that sf is only flying saucers
. and Flash Gordon. Nobody
wants to understand what sf
really is. Should this be true it may be forgiven. During the convention it was shown there are as many ideas of
what sf is as there were attendees. This was evident from a discussion of differences between sf and fantasy.
Everyone agreed that that most space books are sf. But the film "The Fly" shown in the cinemas a while ago -
what about that? Machines and the environment was scientifically correct, so it was sf. But the conflict in the
film was fantasy and had no real background. It was a 'fantasy story'. Sf becomes obsolete since it is based on
what science learns. Fantasy on the other hand looks into the future with the help of imagination. This makes
such literature timeless. Many of the attendees were unsatisfied with how the press treated sf.

"If we'll have eg a convention," John-Henri Holmberg said, "the papers write the Flying Saucer People Have




come To Town." Student Stefan Elfersson, Lund, said that TV's "The Space Patrool" was negative for public
opinion about sf. It was a typical "space opera”, ie bad space entertainment. But it will become better. TV
negotiates about buying an sf series which has become a big success in USA. It is called 'Star Trek' and there
are chances we will see it in the autumn. On the last day the 10 000 Crowns winner in TV Leif Andersson held
a speech about his special subject astronomy. The convention with Leif Andersson together with John-Henri
Holmberg talking about sf in USA, Germany, France and Italy.
(Caption: 10 000 Crowns winner in TV Lef Andersson right, Falkenberg, was a popular attendee and
speaker. In the picture seen with the convention chairman Arne M Sjégren and John-Henri Holmberg left,

Stockholm.)

The Bjorngard Villa was hired from a teetotaller society, so there was (hm!) no bar - but it is said you
could frequently hear the bottles popping on the WC. Fans are fans. Touche pas a mon blog! This
con was well covered in the press. Another article in Géteborgs-Tidningen March 23, "SF Fantasts
Celebrate Easter in Slottskogen" (had to crop the headline for technical reasons):
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...30 Swedes decided to spend Easter
on interplanetary roaming
Slottsskogen...Sweden's 12th sf
convention, where they'll whisper
about flying saucers, and evil
Martians...convention organiser
Ingemar Nilsson is definitely an sf
fantast.

"We will discuss sf Vs fantasy, and
see films by Ringdahl and Holmberyg.
/Norway fan, but JHH never made
films AFAIK/ We will have an sf
auction and hear a speech on foreign
sf, Ingemar Nilsson says, he is a
Gothenburger. Those interested in the
Moon already in the 1950's perhaps
remember the sf club Cosmos, which
later fell asleep , eg lacking money.
The new Gothenburg version is called
Gotcon and it hosts the convention.
/No, Gotcon was the name of the con,
stupid hackwriter!/ The club is male to
90% and most are students in their
20's.

"We meet regularly and informally
and discuss sf literature and film.
"There are three concepts you need
to know: * Sf which according to
Nilsson are tales of the future based
on science. * Fantasy is similar but

without having basis in reality.* And
fandom that simply is to deal with the

above. If you are in what is called fandom's brotherhood you also strife for publishing fanzines that are

amateur magazines about all this. Of those there are about 20 regularly published in Sweden. The sf fantasts
deals with all literature and film from Jules Verne and HG Wells up to modern American, English and Swedish
sf creators. Horror is always an appreciated ingredient.”

Nominate EAPA for the
We've been sick!

* With a little nod to William Rotsler.
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A song from

Hagerstown Hermits:
"No LoC today my
zine is gone away
The corflu Stflll[l‘s fur]ﬂrn descended into real literature, is
a symbol of the dawn'

1

One notes that the writer of this is
Viveca Larn! Today she is a popular,

pestselling author. So it goes! And
zthere was a third article, in Arbetet

March 25, "Convention in
Gothenburg":

(Caption: Selection ot the literature
the young space enthusiasts
devours.)

Sf enthusiasts, those who like letting
the thought become dizzy in deep

": space and imagine future technology,

are having a convention for three

days in Gothenburg. These days the

spacemen aren't that many.
According to the Gothenburg leader,
Ingemar Nilsson 17, there are around
150 sf enthusiasts in the clubs, in
Gothenburg, Stockholm, Malmé,
Lund and Borldnge. About 30 are
expected to turn up at the
Gothenburg meet, and two from the
very active section in Oslo. In parallel
to sf these circles also are interested
in the fantasy genre, and the large
border trade between knowledge and
very free imagination,f but the tales
don't always take place in the future,
and may have connections to good
old mysticism; there may be
werewolves.. ... A big problem is that
very little sf and fantasy is in
Swedish. You have to maker do with
English (American) if you want to go
deeper into the genre. Only the big
prophet Ray Bradbury, but now

translated to a greater extent. Other
prophets are PK Dick, JG Ballard
beside,of course, classics like HG
Wells. The guys Isaac Asimov and

Robert Heinlein should also be mentioned. There is no sf magazine any more. Old Hdpna! Died last
year. Old, battered copies are no cared for like rarities in sf circles. A magazine named Galaxy was
popular in the 1950's but is dead since long. No on entries to get the publishers to translate more sf
books to Swedish any more. All attempts have this far been failures. People don't like sf, that's
obvious. Not even in USA, the homeland of the genre, are there more than 1000 organised
supporters. Sfis making a comeback though after a sheltered existence for a few years.

The flying saucers kept attacking the genre! It was so bad that this piece in Arbetet, March 16 1968,

had to note "No flying Saucers” (the Swedish word for saucers, "tefat", means "tea plate"...

):

Fanitrapologists have long soughi after-the Missing Link
betweenAPbrranand Hormo Zinjens
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What is sf? Most think it is fantastic beasts, monsters and
flying saucers existing in a fantasy wprld. "But one thing is
sure. It's not about flying saucers. We could discuss the
other things as there are manyb definitions of sf," Anders M
Sjégren says, chairman of the strongly expanding Club
Cosmos. "Sf is about the fantastic worlds of tomorrorw in
other dimensions that Man hasn't yet experienced.
Represented by HG Wells and Jules Verne who wrote their
work when one thought there'd be a chance for this to
become true. But now we know it is impossible. This
literature became popular in USA in the mid-20s and came
to Sweden in the beginning of the 40s," Rudy der Hagopian

.says, publisher of the club's magazine Cosmos. Ingemar

Nilsson says:

"The magazine comes at least every second month. The
around 15 subscribers will on about 50 pages read stories
"The 100 Year Prophecy" or "Uninvited Guests or
Phsychoses", articles and reviews. There are two sorts of
science fiction: fantasy and horror. /Sic!/ The latter is in fine
films like "The Fearless Vampire Killers" and "The Phantom
of the Opera". You find Frankenstiein with the characteristic
high forehead with a wide wound. Another figures of horror
you wouldn't like to meet on a dark street is Dracula with two
long pointed teeth, and furry eyebrows. He sleeps during the
day in a casket. Two of my favourites are author HP
Lovecraft and actor Boris Karloff. Rudy wants horror and sf
on Swedish TV, but we have The Addams Family and we
have seen Torsten Jungstedt's Club Werewolf, The Good
Night Saga and the German "Space Patrol".

"The Addams Family could be better. The Space Patrol was a good thing and the Good Night Saga was
sometimes a little mystic and deep. I'd like to see the popular American series The Monsters, but it may be too
scary for kids." Finally some history. What is the purpose of Club Cosmos?

"The club was founded the 5 of January in 1966. We meet and have book auctions, hear lectures, and our
purpose is to spread interest and information and discuss sf. Membership is around 60.m Last year in March
we arranged an sf convention that was very successful.

(Caption: Rudybder Hagopian proudly displays Cosmos Bulletinen.)

Apart from this article makes sf sound like a branch of horror, | wonder about the year of Club
Cosmos Foundation. The resolution of the article is a bit blurry but it does look like 1966. Geneally
the founding is set at 1954, but AFAIK the club had a period in hiatus in the 1960's and maybe the
"1966" refers to some sort of re-start? Club Cosmos members reading this are welcome to clarify. Der
Hagopian was BTW a very talented artist, often appearing in both fanzines and prozines .(Another
one from Club Cosmos who could swing pen and ink was Reine Brynolfsson, today one of Sweden's
most famous actors!) This 1967 Gothenburg con in a teetotaller house must be the 1960's
convention getting most press coverage. Here's a fourth piece from Goteborgs Handels och
Sjofartstidning, March 28 (last part of headline cropped), "Calming News from sf convention, no
armageddon next year":

Stressing rumours claim the doom of Earth soon. More precisely in 1968 the little heavenly body Icarus is
calculated to come so close to our globe that there's a danger of a collision. During Sweden's 12th sf
convention held in Gothenburg during Easter weekend Leif Andersson, Lund, could dismiss the rumours as
scare propaganda. And he should know what he talks about - he won TV's 10 000 Crown Question in the
subject astronomy.

"Icarus which was discovered in the 40&s has an unusually stretched orbit and it will next year come
disturbingly close to Earth.
But Icarus is so small - the diameter is only a couple of km - that Earth wont go under if if there is a collision.”
Around 30 enthusiasts from the whole country plus a couple from Oslo took part in the convention where they
eg expressed disappointment bout that sf literature has been sided from ordinary literature.

"Among the best things written as sf is Harry Martinson's Aniara, Orwell's 1984 and Huxley's Brave New
World, but they won't be labelled sf,"John-Henri Holmberg of Stockholm says. "But the publishers are willing to
stamp the sf label on everything that is really bad." Another thing that make the sf enthusiasts sad is that
people think they believe in everything they read.



"We are fascinated by the genre eg for the unusual richness of ideas it offers, but of course we just as
everybody else know that eqg flying saucers don't exist," Holmberg says. That it still isn't far from reality to
believe in sf authors was reminded of when the convention attendees listened to a recording of HG Wells' War
of the Worlds from Orson Welles' famous radio show. The program was done during a weekend /No, it was
broadcast live/ in the from of news bulletins about an invasion from Mars. The result was that half a million
people fled in panic from their homes in USA.

Lugnande besked pa sf-kongress
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--The Donald |

While researching Club Cosmos | stumble upon another sf club from the period and Gothenburg - which |
had never heard of! It's about space, but that is a subject that has always been close to and almost equivalent
to sf... Never heard of it, and I'm one of those who have dug deepest and for the longest time in Swedish
fandom history! It is simply called The Astronaut Club and is described in Goteborgs-Posten March 27 1967,
"The Twins started a Space Club . Now They Build Their Own Rocket":

(feir den svnnlign idésikedom den er-]
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on the rebound..

There's an astronaut club in Gothenburg. One section builds rockets, another has contacts with Cape
Kennedy, The club corresponds a lot and has received many interesting letters from international scientists.
Two twins have started the club which has meetings once a week. Claes Bernes leads the astronomical
section. He is also a guide at the Slottsskogen observatory. The Icub is mostly interested invariable stars. One
member, Kjell Rynefors, has also studied sunspots for two years. Twice a day he makes a sketch of the sun
and notes any changes.. The rocket section consisting of three members has big plans. Lars Johan Erkell and
Gunnar Tordarson attends the Vasa High School and will finish their exams this spring. Despite studies they
have time to prepare an experiment with a rocket. But the launch will wait one or a few years. Right now they
are constructing the rocket. They plan to use a stationary fuel chamber. It won't be an ordinary gunpowder
rocket. They ill use solid fuel but also liquid oxygen. It is rather new and untested among amateurs. The space
section has very good with NASA, the US embassy in Stockholm and the general consulate in Gothenburg.
Rolf Allan Hédkansson is an enterprising high school student. He has written to, and received fun replies from,
president Johnson,prime minister Wilson and Paul Ghetty, the riches man in the world. The flying saucer
section follows everything happening in this field. They are also interested in what others thing about this
phenomenon. It is question Lars Ekelund, 7b Bage Way, Gothenburg Lets GP's readers two answer: Do you
believe in flaying saucers? What do you thing the flying saucers may be? Do you think Earth people are
unique in the universe? Do you think there is life on Mars and Venus? Have you ever seen an unidentified
flying object? Assan Schreiber who has a Masters degree is music teacher at Munkebé&ck high school, is the
adult leader of the group. He is very impressed by what the lads do:

"It is a thoroughly qualified and serious activity"

(Caption: Lars and Anders Ekelund have started the club. In the picture they stand around the "astronomer”
Claes Bernes and the PR man of the club, Rolf Allan Hdkansson")



This astronaut club isn't mentioned in any sources I've seen from Gothenburg and the 1960's. But it
must have had contacts with or been known for the fans of Club Cosmos, because Kjell Rynefors
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who is mentioned in the article was one of the
leading Cosmos members. | haven't been
able to find out (I only did a little googling)
how it went with that rocket. | fear it never left
the ground, since mix of solids and LOX
would be pretty advanced to work with for
school boys. | believe the club only lived for a
short time, because it hasn't been mentioned
for as long as I've been involved in the space
movement (and that's a long time, four
‘decades). Most school based clubs die as the
students active in them leave school and
scatter. These were the days of the Space
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L 1959, "SvD's Americans studyTV":

Race and guess many short lived space
clubs popped up. Any reader who knows
more about this club is welcome to contact
me and fill in! (And in an earlier issue | also
told about the space club the very young
Stieg Larsson had in the 60's!)

Another unexpected find! | have mentioned
the early superfan Alvar Appeltofft, from
which the Swedish fandom achievement
award the Alvar has its name. It seems he
was one of the seven finalists in a
competition arranged by the newspaper
Svenska Dagbladet (SvD). The first prize was
a trip to America. Alvar didn't win but was a
finalist, and with the other finalists invited to a
trip to Stockholm. The paper writes 16 April

(Caption: Ready to roll off with a camera in TV's dream factory. Editor Olle Bjérklund of Radio Sweden points

to a feature. Close to him Hans Glaumann, then Chr Uggla,

Stephan Eriksson, Hakan Stenkvist, HG

Newtons three laws of Gravity:

swear like hell.

around.

1. Gravity may not injure a human being, but may through inaction
allow a human to stumble and fall and become pretty mangled and

2. Gravity must obey the orders given it by human science books,
except when such books are from after 1905 when Einstein came

3. Gravity must protect itself from Quantum Theory, as long as such
protection does not conflict with the First or Second Law.




Lindemalm and HE Rehnwall. Alvar Appeltoftt in the stearing seat.)

The seven contestants in the final test for SvD's USA trip walked in the flowing spring sun from one technical
event to next. The warmed up in the morning with a Camp Rising Sun film on the American Embassy, which
as then toured. The coming USA traveller Christer Uggla learned everything about vaccinations andvisa and a
little more about what you need as a guest in the big - —
republic. When he boards the SAS flight in the end of 2 '5_ amerikaner Pﬂ Ly-tut
June he should be well-acquainted with his role as as . el i S
representative of Sweden among young men from
around 20 nations. Then the seven showed up among
typesetting and printing machines in the SvD house in
Klara. They got a thorough answer about how a
newspaper is produced, fast and good. Tillbom thought
the practical features. And then it was away to the TV
studio within the earlier domains of Svea Artillery at
Valhalla Way, Stockholm. Editor Olle Bjérklund brought
the youngsters into the dream factory. The ingenious
instruments haven't yet taken full control, but it seems it
isn't far away. There's a lot of planning for a program,
and finally making it isn't easy either. There are many
opinions to bring together, before the end result is visible
on the screen. This time the technicians a
knowledgeable audience, because most in it was /from
the part of the then high school system with theoretical
subjects/. Soon it was time for farewell. All went home
with some lasting impressions from two days of a full
program.

Klart att rulla i vig med en kamera i TV dramfabrik, Red.

Olle Biorklund 1 Sveriges radio pekar pd en finess. Néirmast ho-

nont Hans Glawiann, sedan Che, Usela, Stephan Erilsson, Hi-

kan Stenkvisr, H, G, Lindesiain och H, E. Retovall, Afvay
Appeltoffi sitier och styr,

Alvar Appeltofft met a sad end at a much too young age
(I refrain from details). It may have started with his

parents pressing him to concentrate on school work and
leave that stupid stuff called skiffy. And one day when he

came home, his parents had thrown away his collection
of sf books and fanzines! That was simply too much!
This SvD article indicates that Alvar must have been a
very talented young man who perhaps didn't need to
work harder in school, since he was among the best in a
big competition. And doing sf and fandom is an
education in itself, really! You learn science, languages
(Alvar corresponded overseas at a young age), writing,
handling a typewriter, social skills, organising (Alvar was
for a time in charge of a Scandinavian sf union).

The 1960's was a slump for sf in Sweden, but at the

(D §ju dellagarna i slutprover fir
SvDis USA-resa vandrade i onsdagens
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hiindelsen il den andra. Man viitmde
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Sven Tillbom lirde u de leknigka fi-
nesseina, 54 bar det 1 viig till TY-sta-
den inom Svea artiller’s forne dominer
vid Valhalluvigen | Stockholm, Red,
Olle Bjorklund forde in ynglingarng
drimfabriken. Apnu har inte alla de
sinnrika instrumenten herraviildet, men
bra niita tycks dem siden, Planeringen
far el progtam iir wdlyl‘l;g nog, ge:
nomftrandel dir inte mmﬂ:e Tier, Manga
vilior enas, innan vi ser slutresultarel
torutan. Den hiir sdngen fick fekni-
kernit en kunnig Jyssnargrupp, Ly de
flesta 1 cden var reafare,

Snart randades avskedsiimmen. Alla
for hem med en del bestiends intryck
av lvi dars miittt progranm.

very end of the decade it began to be better, and the 70's would be bright. Sam J Lundwall's sf series on TV
probably made a big difference, but before that a big sf writing competition certainly also played its part. An
international contest organised by big newspapers in both Sweden, Denmark and Norway, and a grand first
prize of 2500 crowns in each country (worth around € 5000 in today's money). Dagens Nyheter
announces it January 16 1969. On the same page are two sf short stores (which | won't reprint) to
give contestants inspiration, "Write Science Fiction And Win 5000 Crowns":
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Skriv
science fiction

och vinn
5000 kronor

Kan ni skriva? Ar ni intresserad av science-
fiction? Vill mi tjana 5000 kronor? 1 sa fall
skall 1y vara med 1 vir srora skandinaviska
tivling, Skriv en novell, prosadike eller dike
med seiencetiction-mouv. Skicka in ert bi-
drag senast den 14 april, och ni har chansen

arr vinna et lﬁrsmpris pi 5000 kronor 1
konkurrens med nomska och danska fér-

fattare, Segraren i varje land far 2500 kronar,

andrapristagaren 1500 kronor och tredjepris- yoptant director Rolf Bolin

tagaren 1 (00 kronor

Hiir dr ravlingsvillkoren:
tivlingen fr Bppen for alla
oavsert Alder och nationali-
ter. Amarirer och professio-
nella skribenrer och horfac
pare har samma chans.

Hi:ir.li..nc: fir inee vara pa
mee din 3000 ard och shall
vara - skriver pd antingen
svenska, norska eller danska,
beroende pd 1 vilker land ni
vill tivle Om ni will civia
i Sverige, skall ni skicka ert
bidrag till Dagens Nyhezer,
i Danmark till Politken
Kiipenhamn och | Nocge !l
Daghlader i Oslo.

Allisd fisre den T4 april
kl 24.00 misee wi his ert
bidrag. Adressen i Sverige
ur T).ﬂ':.;rll-\. \'g.h:-i.—r. 10515
Srockholm. Och mirk ko
verer "Sciencefiction”,

De insinda bidragen
kommer ace bedbmas av
en rremannajury i respek-

Then follows a list of the winners in the three countries, with story
titles, the sum they win and addresses. Winner Swede Rolf Bolin
(1923-2000) isn't someone who has made any name for himself in sf
AFAIK. Inside the paper there was more this day, "Nordic Champion
of SF . He wrote the story at the last minute":

An sf writer is an ordinary person who does films and film scripts, lives in
a modern two bedroom apartment, five stairs up in central Stockholm, and
at once declares that for him it is more science and less fiction. Not small
green men who like to kidnap beautiful blondes and come from Mars.

rive land. For am use den
skandinaviske
bildas senare en speciell
jury ‘bestiende av en re-
presentanter frin var och
en av de nationella domar-
grupperna. Vilka som in-
gir & den svenska juryn
kommer atc meddelas vid
et senare nllEille, Vinnar-
nas namnp, sivil de nato-
nelln som  den skandina-
viske, offenthggtrs fore
mij minads utping, var-
efter de segrande bidragen
publiceras i de tre tidning-
Arn,

vinnarcn

De som vill varg ano-

nyma kan tivla under
preudonym, men misee di
bifoga cir slorer kuvert
och  adress,

Firtrigningar

gtk
Eventuella

Emn

om tivlinger kan giiras pi
el OB/2240 20 ankn
1127 eller 1074.

Can you write? Arr you interested in sf? Don you want to earn
5000 crowns? Join our big Scandinavian contest. Write a short
story, a prose poem or poem with sf. Mail your contribution by
April 14, and you may win the first prize of 5000 crowns in
competition with Norwegian and Danish writers. The winner in
each country gets 2500 crowns, place two 1500 crowns, place
three 1000 crowns. Here are the rules: The contest is open for all,
no matter age or nationality. Amateurs and professional writers
have the same chance. Contributions must be max 3000 words
and must be written in either Swedish, Norwegian or Danish.
/Then info on where and how to send contribs./ The submissions
will be judge by a jury of three in each country. To crown the
Scandinavian winner a special jury will later be formed with one
from each of the three juries. /Jury names announced later,
winners announced late May and winners then published in three
Nordic newspapers. You may use a pseudonym but enclose real
name in closed envelope. Tel for info./

And the from the three national winners, one Scandinavian
winner was also chosen. The total results were announced

in Dagens Nyheter June 1: sciencefiction =

Sf contest decided . 500 tﬁ\flingen

contributions. AQ Swedish -
avgjord

500 BIDRAG

won 5000 crowns /ca €10 000
in today's money/, by winning
both the Swedish first prize
and the Nordic prize in the big
sf contest arranged by
Dagens Nyheter, Stockholm,
Politiken, Copenhagen, and
Dagbladet, Oslo. Over 500
contributions came to the
Swedish jury. Ingenious and
fantastic entries made the
selection difficult for the jury.
There were ca 200 entries to
the Norwegian jury and about
the same to the Danish. The
birth of Earth after the Bomb,
invasions from alien planets
and all possible visions of the
future have been the most
frequent subjects. The
Swedish jury consisted of
Torsten Ekbom, Tor Ragnar
Gerholm and Bengt Norell,
and they decided upon the
following winners.

lim syensk debutant, regizsdr Rolf Bolin vann
5000 Eronor, semdm ath Bade winnn det svens-
ka [rstaprisnt och det nordiska prisee i den sto-
ra sriengefiction-tivlingen sranserad av Da-
zeng - Myheter;, Stockhofm, Folitiken, Kinan-
lamin gele Dashladet, Osla,

Dirvirt fembmndra Dideae Kem GlE den svenzka
juryn, Underfundiza oeh fantistiska Lidrae som
siorde jueynz val svdee. Till den norska juvyn
Lo omokring 200 manuskiipt ach like minga
tall den danska. ;

Jordens fdelse, virlders underging eller Bomben, fuva-
sinmet frim Jrimmonde planetes och alla lnkhars frameide-
visinner lenr varit de vnnli;n!r_. Tirekommanil e Goieamiei-
Ao o= . .

Ben avenska jurym, avm hestod ay Tovstow EXLany, Tot
Hzgnar Gecholm eeh Heret MNooilell, gnades eisellestid om
faliands svenska pristagare:

Fiixeta pris, ZR0H kernnnr:

“Rapperd em fErrik med TR, av Belf Bolio, Tulesgatan
47, Seacklnln.

Arelen pric, TAM kroner:

Tllase ronore™ av 1.cif Ecdman, ‘v'iimh'n;.'ule-__-ata.u 10, Gare-
bocs

Tredjo prris, 1OME Kronen:

" Kormultgntmh.:' av [iva Wirhem, \’cgaviy‘n HE l{au_dr:!n.

Hedursaniamnands: ]

"THiE Eoifders planct utar retor ar l=olenazige oo Krike
amin, Siitrasngviigen 102, Dandrond

Den dnnska juryn jiieip filjande vinmare:

Firatapris, 2500 koot giek till Gilbere 30 feneen, Proge
Bonlevard 1 Kipendianin.

Amdrapris, D00 krotnr fick Miels Helveg-Lareen, Biskops
Monradsvaj 37, ¥immne, N :

I'redjenris. LOOE Rronon sill Katone Blna Righelsen, ofo
Anderaen, Bopukuger 12, Hvidnvre, - ) .

" Llon nar=za jurvn utsdp Biljonde viimgee:
hrstzpris, 2500 kronot gick till Keldar Jenzen, Hiolmar
Johnneensraian 3, Skica. =
Anidrapris, LAtk kromar
15, Mesaddrn v Csla,
iredjeprise 10 ranen dick Jow Bing Tpyengaten 37
Lkalan-

fiek Diaz Sunely. Hekkeblomsr.



Detta siger juryn om HRolf Bolins bidrag — Rap-
port om forsik med TFM™:

" Férfattaren har pd etr originellt siict varierat et

That's how it used to be - for Bradbury. Space travel, huge animals, mean-eating
plants that behaved badly. Sf writers of today - at least Rolf Bolin - tries to have a
scientific basis before they start. And are more interested in what happens to the :
humans in psychological terms under new circumstances, than of heroes who gets SKrev
the princess and half the kingdom after their feats, When Rolf Bolin began to think g
about his short story he decided to pick an historical event laying so close in time
that it could be reported for us today. What he picked and what historical event he
describes will be revealed next Sunday when his winning story is presented. He 1
had three ideas when he sat down, and then he thought and thought, and it ended |
with that he wrote the story six hours before the deadline and grabbed a taxi and
delivered the story to DN and their doorman. This has to do with that he always
work best under pressure... Happy, surprised and with a big urge to write more
science, he never thought he'd win. It is in fact the first sf story he has written. To
write sf is to write about our time, Rolf Bolin thinks. And about society, but it
doesn't always have to be deep. ... He writes 6-8 film scripts per year, he has
done about 100 information films and films for clients. He was a freelancing
copywriter but in 1954 he got his act together and got a fixed employment with Mr
Nuhma at Centralfilm, where he is happy. ... His father was a teacher, for a time at
the Navigation School - who applied for work with Andre before his balloon trip, but
was rejected because he had three children that he hadn't thought of - was
headmaster for the Navigation school in Hudiksvall. So this thing with galaxies and
star systems and oceans came early. ... Directly after the war the son without an
exam was sent on a combined study and pleasure trip to Switzerland, which was
the only country except the USA you could send children to ... He never began to
smoke but instead sold his tobacco coupons to friends for 50 crowns and in 1946
when he could have started it was no fun any more. /Referring to that tobacco

farhillandevis vanligt tema inom seiencefiction-
litteraturen: firflyttning tillbaka i tiden. Han
har uppndtt en effekt som forlanar trovirdighet
dt dessa tidsfirflyttningar,”

rationing ended then./ Rolf Bolin thinks everything can be solved by thinking. A lot, i

[]-Sciencefictionforfattarens  son

long and often. And he fills his day by thinking something like this: What if this and s S S i
that was invented. What if the world locked like this and that or this and that Kiner Lotaiarens vackes o
happened to people. Everything can be solved with ideas, but he is eg sceptical to

ka hustru Gunilla och sist kom-
:Fhl?kn:n;::iv oth bjuder pa &l
. . . . .. En  sciencefictionforfattare &r
that the time machine he uses in the story could be invented. It is important the povmgfl ety v
flesh out th I te about ... dial that is what I Id fem trappor upp it Stckbom,
esh out the people you write about ... dialogue that is what people could say fem trappar upp it | Stockholn,
even in bizarre environments. What he deep inside means with his story is the old [ii 55 e Sl v
. . . som ed firkiirlel - ri bort
experience that we are a product of the past and that our freedom has limits. And [ e ol e o
he reads colossal amounts. If fancies the Death Sea Scrolls, outer space, ;M%TS;EET’E;K;”“&E;{’;;
. . . . . . . . . upp ocl F Sig almany
gravitation or something similar, he obtains a |l literature on the subject. Being  ["{i. i
well-read isn't to show off. Being well-tread is for fun. He has been married to EWBTA;.H:".,;“L.SZ"‘::.’E';;:T,
Gunilla for five years ... and he travels for his filming many months of the year. ... |5 508 S
On the walls hangs modern art, eg by Gésta Gierow, and in the bookshelves there :&Eﬂfa”ﬁnﬁﬁ och
are also inherited leather-bound books, eg Crusenstolpe's Morianen - it is truly sf . g'ﬂig Rt Doln brinds -
. . . I T ver n nove: it
Worth reading. What about the prize money? Well. The motor in the boat hasn't | s o s sk
been gone over for seven years. It's about time now. f?::v‘:‘kuﬂ:" kknw. rapporers |

Vld han wvalde och vilken lad .
dad historisk, niraliggande, fasci-
nerande hiindalse han beskriver
skall avsléjas nista sondag di
hans vinnande mnovell presen-

| think | made a copy of his winning story from the archive but it's too long to
published here and now (and besides it would be best to translate it to
English). This was a very big competition, from three leading newspapers
and for its time decent prize money. Beside film director, Rolf Bolin was also
a copywriter, magazine editor and lyricist for music. He seems like a nice
man but far from a celebrity. He has a Wikipedia entry - two lines of it, and
his win in this sf competition isn't mentioned.

ras.

Tre uppslag hade Rolf Balin
niir han -atte sig till. Sen tiinkte
han och tinkte, och det helashi-
tade med att han skrev novellen
sex fimmar innon tivlingstiden
var ute och snodde ner i taoel till
DN och vaktmiisteriet.

Det diir hianger thop med att
han alltid arbetar bist under
wryck. Tillspetsat kan man sign,
tycker Rolf Bolin, att han fir wvill
anpassad for visa former av tes-
r. Som nu att sitta jhop den
hiir grejen ph 45 sekunder, Det
klarar han suverdint.

] Glad, firvinad och med mas-
sor av impulser att skriva mer
science dir han, som aldrig tinkte
att han siuile vinna. Det e fak-

E

tiskt den firsta sclencefictionno=
vell han skrivit dessutom.

At skriva sciencefiction fr att

skriva om nutiden, tycker Rolf
Bolin. Och samhallstiliviint dess-
ulom, fast det kanske inte alltid
méste vara s djupt.

Sk var det di friga om vem
han iir, och dir blir svaret ma-
nustérfattare, filmklippare och
regissor, 1 nu némnd ordning. 40
r. Skriver §—8 manus per br,
har. gjort ett hundrata] “uppliys-

Perhaps a bit odd, but discussing ideas

to promote EAPA (its needed!) | thought

of: Why not try to get EAPA nominated

for a fanzine Hugo! (Think of that when
you hominate, Dear Reader!)

pa
mmhun.m— och fick ordnade

hos herr Nuh-
rnl ph_Centralfilm, diic han stor-
irive. Inte alldeles mirkligt med
tanke pd ti'l exempel arbetsmil-
Jjin: Lidingobre vid virdshuset
pé Djurgirden, Byggt 1804, Frin
Elit arbetivum ser han sin dlska-
de bt guppa en bif ifrin, Som
har Iantbrevbiiring dir ute dess-
utem,

Balin. Dot kowmer frdn Bol-
vede pi Gotland, diir en anfader
16457 gog sig namnet. For resien

var de prister och sidkapte-
mer alla. Eftersom Rolf Bolins son
fr fodd precis 300 Ar efter det
historiska namnbytet fick han
heta Petrus likt anfadern. Det
ghr vil bra pi moderna bam
ocksd. Bolin med h i mitten
kommer frin Smaland. Viktigt
det diir,

Pappa var lirare, bland annat
under en tid vid Navigationssko-
lan, och farfar — som sdkte jobh
hos André infir ballongresan men
fick nej for att han hade tre barn
fom han liksum infe tinkt ph
var rektor for nanttomslmlan

pi | Hudiksvall. 53 det diir med ga

laxer och stjiirnsystem och hnv
och navigering kom tidigt.

[ Dock gick det -inte helt bra
frin birjan. Pappa tyckie att
bara enda bamet Rolf tog stu-
denten, kunde han, till och med
fi liisa ltteraturhistoria . . .

Det blev varken det ena eller
det andra, utan direkt efter kri-
get sindes somen wutan student-
missa ph en kombinerad studie-
och firlustelseresa till Schweiz,
vilket var det enda land firutom

be- USA man kunde sinda barn till.

Han borjade lld.rig riika. 1gsdl-
let silde han szina tobakskupong-
er till knmmur for 500 kronor,
och 1046, nir han kunde ha fitt
biirja, var det inte roligt lingre.
] Relf Bolin trop at!t man. kan
ldsa allt wenom att tinka. Myc-
ket och linge och ofta, Och si
fyller han sin dag med att funs
dera ungefiiv s4: Tnk om bara
det eller det bleve uppfunnet,
Tink om wvirlden shg ut s eller
sh och -am det eller det skedde
med manniskorna. Jdémitssigt gar
allt aw losa, men han stiiller aig
skeptisk (il tanken att tekniken
exempelvis ckulle finna pd den
tidmaskin han anvinder | no-
vellen.

Det r viktigt att ge mlmn]
shorna man skriver om —
nir det giller fictlon — k.nu uch
blod, mphker som alla kan tin-
kas siiga iven om de befinner sig
i de mest bisarra miljéer. Vad
han djupast selt menar med no-
vellen iir det gamla hederliga att
vi fir ‘en produki av det firflutna
och att var frihet ir ganska be-
skuren.

S4 liser han forstds Jcolobsala

mingder. Thnder han till exem-
pel pi Déda havs-rullar, yitre
rymd, tyngdlag eller nigot annat
lika enkelt, skaffar han fram pre-
cis all litteratur som finns ' §
amnet. Bildning dr Inte s4 fin,
tycker han, Bildning ir roligt.
[1 Med Gunilla har han varit gift
fem &r. “Hon dr en sillsynthet.
En ay de yiierst £ kvinnor som
vill forisifta segla sen hon gift
sig. Mirkligt" Ja, si reser han
for sitt filmande mings mins-
der pa &ret och lir sig massor av
de filmer han producerar,

Klokt svaiar han ph frigan
om han inte di och di har Just
att gira egen film, att han kom-
mit till insikt om att det nog inte
&t ritta mediet fir honom.

Ph v hiinger modern
konst, bland annat en h-l del ay
Giista Glerow, och | bokhyllerna
sthr iiven dirvda skinnband, t ex
Crusenstolpes "Morianen”, — Det
fir sannerligen sciencefiction —
Tullt liisviird.

Prispengarna? Hoj. Motorn |
biiten har inte lyfts ur pd sju br.
Det ska ske nu.

1 VIVEKA VOGEL



But it's soon time to sign off. First, Alvar Appeltofft was early known as Sweden's Mr SF, but dropped
off, so Sam J Lundwall is the best choice for that title now. But for Mr Fandom there's no other
candidate than Lars-Olov Strandberg (1928-2019). Being in fandom from the first Swedish con in
1956, documenting everything with his camera, the eternal secretary of everything, always organising
things, always there. | and up to 100 others attended his funeral from which | reported in an earlier
Intermission. Dagens Nyheter congratulated when he turned 75 and did a portrait, July 26 2004
(headline partially cropped for technical reasons), “"A Colony on the Moon Is His Dreamwish":

/Starts with name, 75 today, earlier job with an insurance firm, "known as Swedish sf movement"'s grand old

ar hans onskedrom

man", family two sisters with 10 kids who have 5 kids,
interests, to be GoH at 2005 Worldcon,/ The Sf movement
in Sweden is 50 years olf /by now 75 actually!/, It began
with the first issue of Hapna! Magazine. It happened in
spring 1954, Inside the magazine the readers were urged
to start local sf clubs, Lars-Olov Strandberg had grown up
in Traneberg. No he was 25 and kne sf well.

"As a kid | read Jules Verne and HG Wells, but liked
Edmond Hamilton best, His literary hero Cpt Future
attracted me much." He bought and like the new magazine
Hépna! Too. We sit in a cosy cafe in Norrmalm district. The
other guests talk silently. Nobody notice us. And that fits
Lars-Olov Strandberg well. He doesn't want to take up
space. Neither did he want to join any sf club. But two
years later he went to Sweden's first sf con in Lund. A

number of local sf clubs had started by then. The members

almost all young boys, and the con their first opportunity to
me on national level.

"All wore formal dresses and treated sf deeply seriously,
Strandberg remembers. He was so happy with the
convention that he decided to join Future, the sf club in
Stockholm. But arriving home he learnt his father had died
while he was in Lund. So it took another couple of years
before he became a member. Since then he has never left
fandom, as the movement is called by those involved.
SFSF, the Scandinavian SF Association, was formed in
1960. The thought was to make a federation for Nordic sf
clubs.

"But it became mainly a Stockholm club," Lars-Olov
Strandberg reveals. Through the years he has visited
numerous conventions, not only in Europe: 1967, 1969,
1972 and 1975 he went to sf cons in USA, "fantastic all of
them". And the has gone to the Eastercons in Britain for 36
years.

"The latest was in Blackpool and was very nice," he says.
Tell us! What do you do there?

"We watch films, hear lectures and panel, give out
awards and sometimes we have a convention dinner. The
atmosphere is happy and nice, And it is always good to
meet old friend and forge new friendships." Lars-Olov
Strandberg has no children of his own. Instead he has the
ten kids of his siblings who he often meets. Those have
also had their own children, his grandchildren. Lars-Olov
Strandberg is having difficulties remembering all birthdays.
In the board of SFSF he was first secretary, and then
chairman a few times. Now Lars-Olov secretary once
more. In the 19504s you must have had dreams about the
future. Have they come true?

"No, not all of them." What is the biggest disappointment?

"That we haven't founded a colony on the Moon."
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He now lives in Sundbyberg /Stockholm suburb/ A few years ago Strandberg also bought a condo just



outside the city wall of Visby. He goes there as often as he can. But his 75
year-day is celebrated in the Tolkien society's locality on Norra Agne Street. /|
was there BTW./ was among the founders of this association in 1972 and
was also for a long time in the board. Today's SFSF chair, arranges the
celebrations of fandom'’s grand old man. It's sure to become a successful
party. Next autumn he is Guest of Honour at the sf worldcon of that year. It
may sound as no big thing, but it is. This honour has never before been
bestowed upon a Swede.

"But to be there you must have worked hard for a long time," Lars-Olov
Strandberg explains. And in that case this honour has gone to the right man.

MOILING CAMMENTS

Henry Grynnsten: Shortly about
consciousness. | think it comes from or
has to do with our ability to build a sort of S
mental model of the world around us, { ?{’ o]
which is then analysed - and the analysis (=&
function is what makes up consciousness. |
To have such a model gives us an advantage, we can anticipate risks,
make plans, weigh in alternatives. When | worked for Teknikmagasinet i
in the 1980's one Kalle Hillgren sometimes visited our little office. He
was a co-worker of publisher Ahlen & Akerlund and was known for
collecting versions of the Mona-Lisa painting. He had hundreds! | think
his collection was also featured in a TV program. Mona-Lisa must be
the painting having had most parodies and alternate versions in history.
BTW, to the right a nice science-fiction version of it.

William McCabe: Well, Sweden is now somewhere around No 15 in
corona deaths/capita and going further down, since cases have dropped hugely latest months. That
we had much more "reported" deaths than our nearest neighbours (but about average compared to
Europe) comes from three reasons, | think: 1) different definitions, Sweden counts every death with
but perhaps not from the virus, others require a conclusion in a death certificate, 2) of course you get
an effect from a lockdown (but it may only be delaying, not stopping the virus!), 3) Stockholm, like eg
New York and London, seemed to get a very heavy initial spread of the virus, especially sper
spreaders, from returning vacationers as there was a winter break when the virus emerged. The final
tally and analysis can't be had until the epidemic is over, though. Hm, is the fannish connection to the
comic strip you showed Dave Langford's eye problem? BTW, fannish expression | like is "eyetracks".
Don't leave your eyetracks in the book! It has leaked a little into general language, credited to Art
Rapp and Lee Hoffman, https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095806719

R Graeme Cameron: Congrats to the Aurora Award! Hasn't Donald Trump made an enough fool of
himself to not be re-elected? His handling of the coronavirus has been abyssal, his constant lies or
stretching of the truth in most things he says, always being self-centred, bragging, polarising instead
of unifying, and much more. (But I'm not sure Joe Biden is such a good choice. He'd be the oldest
president elected! A younger force would have been better.)

Garth Spencer: You wanted ideas to promote EAPA. My suggestion would be to try to get EAPA
nominated for a fanzine Hugo! (See a previously!) Of course, we won't win, but EAPA would be on
the nominee lists everywhere, seen by tens of thousands and it might arouse interest, especially as it
would be a bit odd to have an APA and not a specific fanzine as a nominee (but it should be
according to rules). | saw somewhere that it takes surprisingly few nominations to get a nomination,
so if could persuade a few friends... Dear reader, consider making a Hugo nomination for us!

And wash your hands.

Could this be the virus? Art by LON.

--AE



